Volume 1| Issue 1

Research Article

https://kelvinpublishers.com/

Kelvin Open Science Publishers
Connect with Research Community

Research Article

Volume 1| Issue 1

KOS Journal of Science and Engineering

https://kelvinpublishers.com/journals/science-and-engineering.php

Geopolitical Analysis: The Ukraine War

Maria Del Carmen Diaz Naranjo~

“Corresponding author: Maria Del Carmen Diaz Naranjo, Luxembourg

Received: May 31, 2025; Accepted: June 10, 2025; Published: June 12, 2025

Citation: Maria Del Carmen Diaz Naranjo. (2025) Geopolitical Analysis: The Ukraine War. KOS J Sci and Eng. 1(1): 1-5.

Copyright: © 2025 Maria Del Carmen Diaz Naranjo., This is an open-access article published in KOS J Sci and Eng and distributed under
the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium,

provided the original author and source are credited.

1. Introduction

The contemporary conflict in Ukraine has emerged not merely as a regional military engagement, but as a transformative event that
reshapes the global geopolitical order. Central to the analysis is the graphical visualization of the tripolar balance-an interplay
among the United States, Russia, and China-that forms the nucleus of evolving international relations in the context of the Ukraine

war.

This conflict has illuminated a series of interdependent
pillars: The dynamics of great power competition, the role of
regional actors, the strategic ambivalence manifested by the
Global South, and the unprecedented escalation of
information warfare and social media manipulation.

Together, these elements hint at complex future scenarios and
call for robust mitigation strategies to prevent the conflict
from evolving into a broader systemic crisis (Figure 1).

Figure 1: Key dimensions of the Ukraine war impact.
Source: Own design.
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2. Tripolar Balance in the Ukraine War

About Diaz M. [1], the concept of tripolar balance refers to
the intricate relations between the United States, Russia, and
China-three powers whose strategic interactions shape not
only the immediate conflict in Ukraine but also the global

order. Each of these actors holds differentiating interests and
strategic capabilities.

United States Perspective: The US, which underscores
principles of democracy and human rights, has mobilized a
coalition of allies to support Ukraine, viewing the conflict
through the prism of defending international law and resisting
unilateral aggression. The United States' longstanding
commitment to liberal internationalism is contrasted by
Russia’s assertive regional ambitions, while China’s rising
profile introduces a distinct model of state-led development
that challenges established norms.

Russian Approach: Russia seeks to reinstate its geopolitical
hegemony in what it considers its traditional sphere of
influence, employing both military and hybrid tactics to
achieve its ends. The Russian perspective emphasizes
historical ties and security concerns, particularly regarding
NATO expansion eastward, which it views as an existential
threat to its national security.

China’s Strategic Position: China adopts a more ambivalent
stance-balancing economic interests with non-interference
principles-thus positioning itself in a way that underscores its
long-term ambitions without overt confrontation.

This balancing act allows China to maintain economic
relations with both Western nations and Russia while
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avoiding direct involvement in the conflict (Figure 2).
Figure 2: Tripolar power balance and global influence.

Tripolar Power Balance and Global Influence

Source: Own design.

A detailed analysis of these interdependencies reveals that the
tripolar balance is not static; it is a dynamic equilibrium
marked by both cooperation and competition. The complex
interrelations among these powers are further complicated by
asymmetric military capabilities, divergent economic
interests, and differing ideologies, which are constantly
recalibrated in response to the evolving military and
diplomatic environment in Ukraine.

3. Geopolitical Framework and Great Power
Competition

The broader geopolitical framework in which these
interactions occur is defined by the evolution of international
norms and competing institutional  arrangements.
Historically, the balance of power was maintained through
clearly demarcated spheres of influence and stable alliances,
taking the ideas from Dervig L. [2] and Cui S. and Buzan B.
[3], We take these points to analyses:

3.1. Evolution of Global Order

Over the past few decades, the traditional bipolar or unipolar
paradigms have gradually given way to multipolarity. The
end of the Cold War did not signal a clear victory for one
model of international relations; rather, it led to a diffusion of
power that has increased the relative influence of emerging
players such as China and India.

The Ukraine war has underscored this shift, as regional
conflicts now have profound global repercussions-a
phenomenon visible in the realignment of alliances and shifts
in economic interdependencies.

3.2. Great Power Management (GPM)

Great Power Management (GPM) remains a critical
institution for maintaining international order. Scholars have
argued that despite rising challenges, GPM is expected to
remain relevant for decades ahead.

The GPM paradigm is characterized by coordinated policies
that balance military might, diplomatic negotiations, and
economic interdependencies.

3.3. Material vs. Ideational Forces

A crucial aspect of contemporary great power competition
lies in the interplay between material factors-such as
economic strength, military capacity, and technological
advancement-and ideational factors, including cultural
values, national identities, and historical legacies.

This dual-layered dynamic is vividly reflected in the Ukraine
conflict, where competing narratives are used to legitimize
interventions (Figure 3).
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Figure 3: Geopolitical power distribution.

Geopolitical Power Distribution

Mitary Power Economic Influence Diplomatic Reach

SA Russia China EU Global South

Source: Own design.

The transformation in the geopolitical framework mandates a
rethinking of international institutions.  Traditional
mechanisms, such as the United Nations (UN), have
demonstrated  limitations in  effectively  addressing
contemporary conflicts. As a result, there is a burgeoning
need for a synergistic approach that integrates economic,
diplomatic, and cultural dimensions to build a more resilient
global governance structure.

4. Role of Regional Actors in Regional
Stability

On these points, we will take as a guide the analysis of Way
L.A. [4] and He K. and Feng H. [5], while the primary focus
of the conflict centres on global powers, the role of regional
actors is indispensable in understanding the multi-layered
nature of the Ukraine war. Regional actors, including
neighbouring countries and local stakeholders, are not mere
bystanders but active participants whose strategies influence
both local stability and global geopolitical calculations.

4.1. Eastern and Central European Dynamics

Eastern and Central European nations have historically
occupied a contested space between East and West. During
the Cold War, these regions functioned as buffer zones-a role
that continues to influence current political alignments.

Countries such as Poland, Romania, and the Baltic States
have been at the forefront of advocating for enhanced
security measures and have actively sought integration into
Western economic and security alliances.

4.2. The Black Sea and Eastern Mediterranean
Context

The Black Sea region has gained prominence as a strategic
corridor linking Europe and Asia. States such as Turkey and
Bulgaria are vital due to their geographical proximity and
their roles as energy transit routes.

The geopolitical activity in this region is multifaceted,
including military cooperation and economic collaboration,
all aimed at safeguarding both regional security and energy
supply chains (Table 1, Figure 4).

Table 1: Regional actors and their interests.

Regiona | Key Main Relevant

I Group | Countries | Strategic Challenge
Interests S

Eastern | Poland, Security Balancing

and Romania, | integration Russian

Central | Baltic with influence

Europe | States Western with
alliances, Western




Volume 1| Issue 1

economic commitme
development | nts
Black Turkey, Energy Navigatin
Sea Bulgaria, | security, g complex
Region | Georgia, maritime multi-
Romania | domain alliances
control, and
regional potential
stability conflicts
Mediterr | Ukraine, National Managing
anean Moldova, | sovereignty, | hybrid
and Eastern resistance to | warfare
Near European | external and
Abroad | states aggression diplomatic
isolation

Source: Own design.

Figure 4: Regional actors and their strategic positioning.
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Regional coalitions have emerged as crucial platforms for
crisis management and conflict resolution. For instance,
alliances formed within the Black Sea and Eastern European
regions often aim to counterbalance Russian military
influence while ensuring continuity of economic cooperation.

These coalitions are not only military in nature but also
encompass economic and political dimensions, reflecting a
holistic approach to regional stability. The active
participation of regional actors effectively transforms
localized conflicts into broader geopolitical contests, thereby
reinforcing the importance of understanding these dynamics
as part of the overall tripolar balance framework.

5. Global South's Strategic Ambivalence

The Global South's response to the Ukraine war introduces
another layer of complexity into the international system.
Unlike the clear-cut positions often observed in Western
capitals, many Global South countries have demonstrated a
strategic ambivalence. Instead of Rech M.F. [6], their
responses, characterized by a blend of abstention and
measured criticism, challenge the conventional narrative of
unified global condemnation of Russian aggression.

5.1. Divergent Perspectives and Voting Behaviour

One of the salient features of the Global South's strategic
orientation is evidenced by their voting patterns in
international forums such as the United Nations General
Assembly. Over 40 member states from the Global South
either abstained or voted against resolutions condemning
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Russian actions, concerning Lysenko S., Marukhovskyi O.,
Krap A., llliuschenko S. and Pochapska O. [7].

This behaviour reflects a deep-seated scepticism toward
Western hegemony and a concern that punitive measures
against Russia might lead to unintended economic and
diplomatic consequences for their nations.

Figure 5: Global south countries: Positions on Ukraine war.

Global South Countries: Positions on Ukraine War

Source: Own design.

Underlying Motivations for Ambivalence, thinning the

ideas of Ibitowa P. [8], we note that:

e Sovereignty and non-alignment: There is a prevailing
desire to maintain autonomy and avoid entanglement in
bipolar conflicts. Many Global South countries critique
Western hypocrisy, arguing that the same powers that
champion human rights and democracy often engage in
exploitation and interference in the Global South.

e Economic considerations:The global economy is
deeply interdependent. For many developing countries,
the disruption caused by sanctions and trade wars poses a
significant risk to their economic stability. Consequently,
these nations prefer diplomatic solutions that prioritize
conflict resolution over punitive measures.

e Nuclear and security concerns: The frequent
references to nuclear threats-as part of the broader
coercion strategies by major powers-raise alarms among
Global South states. They are concerned that further
escalation could destabilize not only regional security
but also global peace.

The divergent positions of Global South countries have far-
reaching implications for international institutions and global
governance. Their strategic ambivalence weakens the
cohesion needed for unified responses in multilateral forums,
thereby challenging the legitimacy and efficacy of
institutions like the UN.

A reformed system that better represents the interests of the

Global South could pave the way for more balanced and

sustainable approaches to conflict resolution and global

security management.

e Information warfare and social media manipulation:
The Ukraine war has become a fertile battleground for
information warfare, where traditional news media is
increasingly supplemented-and sometimes supplanted-by
social media platforms. The proliferation of
disinformation and propaganda has underscored the
importance of controlling narratives, both domestically
and internationally.

6. Evolution of Information Warfare

Information warfare in the context of the Ukraine conflict is
multifaceted. It involves the deliberate dissemination of
misleading or false information to shape public opinion and
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influence political decision-making. The conflict has not only
highlighted conventional military strategies, but also the use
of digital platforms to wage hybrid warfare, considering what
has been stated by Chen E. and Ferrara E. [9].

A robust digital infrastructure, coupled with the vast reach of
platforms like Twitter, has rendered information warfare a
potent weapon. For instance, the publication of nearly 500
million tweets during the conflict illustrates the extent to
which social media has become integral to campaign
narratives (Figure 6, Table 2).

Figure 6: Evolution of information warfare during the
conflict.
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Source: Own design.

Table 2: Information warfare tactics and effects.

Information Description Notable
Warfare Effects
Tactic
Disinformation | Systematic Confusion,
Campaigns spread of | erosion of
misleading or | public trust
false
information
Social Media | Use of | Amplificati
Manipulation automated on of
bots and | official
state- narratives
sponsored
media outlets
Rapid Deployment Improved
Response of fast and | resilience
Algorithms predictive against
countermeasu | disinformat
res ion attacks
Emotional and | Framing Polarizatio
Moral conflicts  in | n of public
Narratives terms of good | opinion
versus evil

Source: Own design.

6.1. The role of propaganda in shaping perceptions,
about Chen E. and Ferrara E. [9]

Beyond tactical disinformation, propaganda plays a critical
role in informational conflicts. Competing narratives-each
positioning its side as the moral arbiter-create a polarized
public sphere.

Western narratives often emphasize Russia's autocratic
practices and human rights violations, while the Russian
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narrative articulates its own historical grievances and security
imperatives. This reciprocal demonization intensifies the
ideological divide and further complicates diplomatic efforts
at conflict resolution.

Modern information warfare employs sophisticated
algorithms to target audiences based on demographic profiles
and political affiliations. The use of automated campaigns,
bot networks, and state-sponsored media outlets s
commonplace. For example, Russian state-sponsored
platforms have been identified among the top shared domains
on X, indicating an organized effort to shape discourse in
favour of official narratives.

7. Future Scenarios and Mitigation Strategies
Looking forward, the trajectory of Ukraine war-and by
extension, the broader dynamics of global geopolitics-will be
influenced by both current trends and the proactive strategies
implemented by key actors.

7.1. Potential global shifts

The ongoing conflict poses significant risks to the established
global order. Some analysts warn that without effective
containment mechanisms, localized war may ripple outward
to trigger broader global instability.

A key concern is that escalating military engagements could
lead to uncontrolled chain reactions, potentially ushering in a
new era of deglobalization characterized by heightened
economic protectionism and a fragmented international
system (Figure 7).

Figure 7: Future scenarios: Optimistic vs. Pessimistic
outcomes.

Future Scenarios: Optimistic vs. Pessimistic Outcomes
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7.2. Mitigation strategies for conflict containment,
Analysing the points of Mariotti S. [10]

7.2.1. Diplomatic engagement: It is imperative to restore
and reinforce multilateral dialogue. Reforms in international
institutions like the UN could enable more effective conflict
resolution and reduce the likelihood of unilateral actions that
exacerbate tensions.

7.2.2. Economic coordination: Global economic policies
must aim to counteract the adverse effects of sanctions and
trade disruptions. This entails coordinated economic recovery
plans that balance punitive measures with incentives for
compliance to stabilize affected markets.

7.2.3. Information security: Given the prominence of
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information warfare, there is an urgent need for international
collaboration on cybersecurity and media regulation.
Developing standard protocols to counter disinformation is
essential for safeguarding public trust and ensuring a well-
informed citizenry.

7.2.4. Regional security frameworks: Empowering regional
actors to take ownership of local security arrangements can
help decentralize conflict management. This may involve
establishing autonomous regional coalitions to address
localized security issues, thereby reducing the burden on
global powers.

7.3. Future Research Directions

e The effectiveness of great power
management: Investigating the operational dynamics of
GPM within multipolar structures will provide insights
into the long-term viability of current strategic
arrangements.

e Dynamics of hybrid warfare: Further analysis is
needed on the interplay between traditional military
operations and information warfare  strategies,
particularly how digital disinformation campaigns
interact with on-the-ground military tactics.

e Structural reforms in international
institutions: Research should focus on how current
global frameworks can be reformed to better
accommodate the interests of the Global South and
emerging powers, thus ensuring more equitable
governance.

e Impact assessment of regional coalitions: Studying the
formation, effectiveness, and sustainability of regional
alliances in conflict zones will shed light on best
practices for decentralized conflict management.

8. Conclusion

Ukraine war stands as a transformative event with far-
reaching geopolitical consequences. The tripolar balance
among the United States, Russia, and China forms a
foundational framework through which the conflict exerts
broader influence on international relations.

9. Key Findings

e Tripolar balance: The dynamic interplay among the
US, Russia, and China shapes both military and
ideological dimensions of the conflict, underscoring the
relevance of traditional great power competition in a
transformed global order.

e Evolving geopolitical framework: The transition from
bipolar and unipolar paradigms to multipolarity
necessitates reformed mechanisms of Great Power
Management, where material capabilities and ideational
factors interlace to influence global governance.

¢ Role of regional actors: Local and regional dynamics in
Eastern Europe, the Black Sea region, and beyond are
critical in understanding the conflict’s multilayered
impact. Regional coalitions and local strategic responses
further augment global contestations.

e Global south’s ambivalence: The strategic ambivalence
of Global South countries-evident in their voting
behaviour and diplomatic postures-reflects deep-seated
concerns over sovereignty, economic stability, and non-
alignment, thereby challenging Western narratives.

e Information warfare: The Ukraine war has highlighted
the potency of information warfare and social media
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manipulation as decisive factors in shaping public
opinion and influencing international  policies,
necessitating enhanced cybersecurity and rapid response
measures.

e Future scenarios and mitigation: A synergistic
approach combining diplomatic engagement, economic
coordination, information security, and empowered
regional frameworks offers a viable path to mitigate
further escalation and stabilize the international order.

Figure 8: Summary of key findings and research
implications.

Summaryof Key Fndings and Research mplicatons
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In summary (Figure 8), the multifaceted nature of the
Ukraine war reflects the complexities of contemporary
international relations. A graphical visualization of the
tripolar balance helps illuminate the intricate web of
interdependencies, offering scholars and policymakers a
detailed framework to analyse and anticipate future trends.

It is imperative that future research continues to refine these
models and that international cooperation remains focused on
developing balanced strategies that promote global stability
and conflict resolution.
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